My Right to Freedom

Slavery at Cherry Hill in Albany, N.Y.
1761-1827
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Introduction
Worksheet :
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Write down 2 things
that you notice about
the painting.

Think of one guestion
you have about the
painting.

Brainstorm question:
What do you know
about slavery?

Citations: Boy of the Van

Rensselaer Family on NYSM
page “copied from a plate
reproduced in Patria...”



https://exhibitions.nysm.nysed.gov/albany/bios/vr/boy.html
https://exhibitions.nysm.nysed.gov/albany/bios/vr/boy.html
https://exhibitions.nysm.nysed.gov/albany/bios/vr/boy.html
https://exhibitions.nysm.nysed.gov/albany/books.html#patria

Click here to write...




agricultural- Click here to write...

bill of sale- Click here to write...
citizen- Click here to write...
colonists- Click here to write...

enslaved- Click here to write...

enslaver- C(lick here to write...

laborer- Click here to write...

merchant- Click here to write...

primary source- Click here to write...

trade- Click here to write...

A. A settler or inhabitant of a colony

B. Alegal document that transferred ownership of
an enslaved person from one enslaver to
another

C. To be owned by someone else; forced to work
without being paid

D. A person who does physical work for pay

E. A person who is guaranteed certain legal rights
and privileges in a nation

F. A person who buys, sells, and trades goods

G. Original materials; a first hand account of a
moment in history

H. Related to farming

I. The business of buying and selling or bartering
goods

J. A person who makes another person their

property

Vocabulary
Worksheet

Match each
vocabulary word
to the correct
definition.
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Worksheet 1a:

1. Write one thing you
notice about the
picture.

2. How long did Slavery
exist in Albany, New
York?

3. How did people
become enslaved?

. 4. About how many

enslaved people lived
on large manor farms
outside of Albany, N.Y.?

Dig Deeper:

https://www.historicche
rryhill.org/history/



https://www.historiccherryhill.org/history/
https://www.historiccherryhill.org/history/
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Worksheet 1b:

1. Write one thing you
notice about the
picture

2. About how many
enslaved people lived in
a household in the city
of Albany?




3. Compare & Contrast life on a farm with life in the city.

What do you think was similar?

What do you think was different?
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Worksheet 2:

1. Write one thing you
notice about the
picture.

Brainstorm: \What do
you think was traded in
the Albany market?

Dig Deeper:

NYSM Market St. Page

Friends of Albany
History Public Market



https://exhibitions.nysm.nysed.gov/albany/loc/marketstreet.html
https://friendsofalbanyhistory.wordpress.com/2018/01/24/the-public-market-in-albany/
https://friendsofalbanyhistory.wordpress.com/2018/01/24/the-public-market-in-albany/

Worksheet 2:

2. List some of the
goods that were
transported on Philip
Van Rensselaer’s sloops.

Dig Deeper:
Check out NYSM's interactive
image:

Return of the Experiment -
1787

Secondary Source:

The Return of the
Experiment, by L. F. Tantillo,
1994. Collection of Key Bank



https://exhibitions.nysm.nysed.gov/albany/loc/experiment.html
https://exhibitions.nysm.nysed.gov/albany/loc/experiment.html
http://www.lftantillo.com/shop/18th-Century/Return-of-the-Experiment/prod_32.html
http://www.lftantillo.com/shop/18th-Century/Return-of-the-Experiment/prod_32.html
http://www.lftantillo.com/

THE SLAVE MARKET IN WALL STREET

PUNCHEONS OF RUM a =
B oW ‘veec \ Ao i

Worksheet 2:

3. Write down 1 way
that Philip Van
Rensselaer participated
in the Slave Trade.

Brainstorm:
What kind of work do

you think enslaved
people did on the
sloops?

Primary Source:
Drawing: “Slave Market, 1730"

The Slave Market In Wall
Street ; Puncheons Of Rum.



https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47e1-06cc-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47e1-06cc-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99

Worksheet 3:
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1. What was Andrew’s
job?

Brainstorm:

Tl N

Why do you think
Andrew's job was
important?
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Worksheet 3:

2. What was John
Brown's job?

3. What was Philip Van
Rensselaer’s job?

Brainstorm Question:

How do you think

Andrew learned to be a
cooper?

View the primary document
on New York Heritage:

2_4 July 19 1774 _Bill_of Sale
_JB to PVR



https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/CherryHill/id/807/rec/1
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/CherryHill/id/807/rec/1

Worksheet 4:

1. What year did Maria
write the first entry in
the ledger?

2. How long ago was
that?

3. What kinds of things
did the Van Rensselaers
write in their ledger?

Brainstorm:

What important events
would you record in
your ledger for people
to discover?

View the primary document
on New York Heritage:

2 6 ledger MSVR



https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/CherryHill/id/784/rec/1
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Worksheet 4:

3. Choose one date, and
record what happened
on that date.

4. Write one question
you have about this
page in the ledger.

Brainstorm:

What surprises you
about the entries on
this page?

View the primary
document on New York
Heritage:

2_6_ledger_MSVR



https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/CherryHill/id/784/rec/1
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Worksheet 5:

1. Record 2 facts that
you have learned about
Martineek and Cato.

2. Where did Philip Van
Rensselaer think they
went?

Brainstorm:

Draw a picture of what
they might have seen
ontheriver. OR

List things they might
have seen on the river.

Primary Source:

The notice was edited for
content. The original was
published by the Albany
Gazette:

Hudson River Maritime
Museum History Blog.



https://www.hrmm.org/history-blog/archives/02-2019?fbclid=IwAR3xNP8PsWn2_oZ8NjiCmbT6Lrz31k2BB7hPnyC96hwk_2ffdQGcM0Im_BU
https://www.hrmm.org/history-blog/archives/02-2019?fbclid=IwAR3xNP8PsWn2_oZ8NjiCmbT6Lrz31k2BB7hPnyC96hwk_2ffdQGcM0Im_BU

Worksheet 6:

1. Find the orchard,
north of the house.

2. Write one thing that
the Van Rensselaers,
laborers, and enslaved
people did together.

| Brainstorm:

What other kinds of
work do you think free
laborers and enslaved
people did on the
Cherry Hill farm?

Primary Source:

Cornell University Library
Diqital Collections Bookreader

Secondary Source:
Drawing by Ron Toelke,
published in book: Jones, Louis C.

Murder at Cherry Hill, Albany:
Historic Cherry Hill, 1982.



http://reader.library.cornell.edu/docviewer/digital?id=sat:0215#page/4/mode/1up
http://reader.library.cornell.edu/docviewer/digital?id=sat:0215#page/4/mode/1up

My Right to Freedom

Jesse wrote that
everyone in the Cherry
Hill household spent time
together in the basement
kitchen, “sitting about the
fire.”

He also wrote about
Dinah Jackson. She was
born around 1777, at the
time of the American
Revolution.

She was the cook, and
the last person enslaved
at Cherry Hill.

Slavery ended in New
York on Emancipation
Day, July 4, 1827.

Part C: Activity 7b

Dinah Jackson

Caption: Kitchen fireplace at Historic Cherry Hill

Worksheet 7a:

1. When was Dinah
Jackson born?

2. How old was she when
Slavery ended on July 4,
18277

Brainstorm:

What kinds of foods do
you think Dinah Jackson
cooked?

Hint: A Cherry Hill cookbook
lists recipes for muffins,
cakes, gruels, jellies,
jumbles, whigs...sauces,
breads ...pickled beef, cured
hams... caviars, waffles,
puffards, rusks, biscuits,
syllabub, and pies.

3. Draw a picture of food
Dinah made.

Primary Source:
Photograph by Historic Cherry Hill.




My Right to Freedom

Part C: Activity 7b

Dinah Jackson’s Room

As the Van Rensselaer family’s cook,
Ms. Jackson prepared the meals and

~ | managed the food supply. She also

watched the children in the
household.

We know from Jesse’s writing that
this was her bedroom. It is through a
doorway in the back of the basement
kitchen.

She slept in the back part of the
room. Sometimes one or more of the
Van Rensselaer children slept with
her.

After she became a free woman, Ms.
Jackson continued to work as a cook
at Cherry Hill for the rest of her life.

Worksheet 7b:

1. List four words that
describe this room.

2. Think..did she have
privacy? Why or why
not?

Brainstorm:

What questions do you
have about Dinah
Jackson’s life?

Primary Source:
Photograph by Historic
Cherry Hill.
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1. Write the most
interesting thing you
saw during the virtual
tour of Cherry Hill, and
why it was interesting.
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Draw a scene from
Cherry Hill.
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Brainstorm: \What do
you want to know more
about?

Primary Source: Photo of
Historic Cherry Hill

Full 3D tour link:

www.toursvividmediany.com
3d-model/historic-cherry-hill

fullscreen



https://www.tours.vividmediany.com/3d-model/historic-cherry-hill/fullscreen/
https://www.tours.vividmediany.com/3d-model/historic-cherry-hill/fullscreen/
https://www.tours.vividmediany.com/3d-model/historic-cherry-hill/fullscreen/
https://www.tours.vividmediany.com/3d-model/historic-cherry-hill/fullscreen/

Essential Question
Worksheet :

Think about what
you've learned about
in this lesson...

Think about the
experiences of
Andrew,

Click here to write...

Molly, Elsie, Cornell,
Brit, Tom, Dine,

Cato, Martineek,

Dinah Jackson, and
others who were
enslaved at Cherry
Hill.




